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Division 65:  Housing and Works, $32 151 000 - 
Hon Adele Farina, Deputy Chairman.   

Hon Nick Griffiths, Minister for Housing and Works.   

Mr G. Joyce, Director General.   

Mr I. Johnston, Executive Director, Commercial Operations.   

Mr J. Coles, Executive Director, Financial Services.  

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:  On behalf of the Legislative Council Estimates Committee, I thank the minister 
for his attendance and I welcome officers of the Department of Housing and Works.  Government agencies and 
departments have an important role and duty in assisting Parliament to scrutinise the budget papers on behalf of 
the people of Western Australia.  The committee values that assistance.  It will greatly assist Hansard if when 
referring to the Budget Statements volumes or the consolidated fund estimates, members give the page number, 
item, program, amount, and so on in preface to their questions.  If supplementary information is to be provided, 
it is to be delivered to the committee’s clerk within five working days of receipt of the questions.  An example of 
the required Hansard style for the documents has been provided to advisers.  The committee reminds agency 
representatives to respond to questions in a succinct manner and to limit the extent of personal observations.  At 
this time, I ask each of the witnesses whether they have read, understood and completed the “Information for 
Witnesses” form.   

Mr JOYCE:  Yes. 

Mr JOHNSTON:  Yes. 

Mr COLES:  Yes. 

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:  Do witnesses fully understand the meaning and effect of the provisions of that 
document? 

Mr JOYCE:  Yes. 

Mr JOHNSTON:  Yes. 

Mr COLES:  Yes. 

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:  I invite the minister to make an opening statement if he wishes to do so. 

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  I am happy to proceed to questions.   

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:  I note that some questions are on notice.  I ask the clerk to distribute these as part 
of proceedings.   

Hon RAY HALLIGAN:  Major policy decisions on page 1085 of the Budget Statements mention the Bunbury 
Tower accommodation obligations.  I note that the $1.2 million does not go beyond the forward estimate for 
2005-06.  Can the minister tell members what has been done to extinguish this obligation?   

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  A provision has been made, as set out in the budget papers, in that regard.  The 
Department of Housing and Works recently negotiated a sublease arrangement with the City of Bunbury to 
secure 1 594 square metres of space at the gross rate of $190 a square metre per annum.  Some key leasing terms 
have yet to be finalised.  It is expected that a saving of $170 000 for the 2004-05 financial year could be 
achieved.  The 2005-06 financial year should achieve a reduction of $302 000 in costs to the department.  For the 
remainder of the space, the department has appointed a local leasing agent in an effort to attract private tenants.  
Further, the department is currently negotiating with a private call centre operator who has expressed interest in 
taking up some of the space previously occupied by Centrelink, which had a lease relating to a substantive part 
of the premises.  The area that the call centre may require is in the region of 350 square metres.  Should that 
interest prove successful, then an area of some 758 square metres will remain vacant.  For the longer term the 
department is reviewing all of the Government’s office occupancies in Bunbury in an effort to minimise the level 
of exposure to future open space in Bunbury town. 

[4.20 pm] 

Hon RAY HALLIGAN:  I refer to page 1087 and output 1.  I note that under “Quality - Client satisfaction with 
the delivery of capital works projects” in the output performance measures, only 75 per cent satisfaction is 
expected and targeted, with the explanation that the targets for quality client satisfaction were established from 
benchmark results and are considered reasonable yet challenging to achieve.  A number of questions come to 
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mind.  Reference is made to quality client satisfaction and benchmark results.  I would like to know some of 
those benchmark results, and why it is not expected to achieve beyond 75 per cent. 

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  My advice is to the effect that if they get 70 per cent they are doing very well, and that 
is the benchmark. 

Hon RAY HALLIGAN:  Who is the author of that benchmark? 

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  I am advised that is industry experience.  The expectation is that the department will 
achieve 75 per cent, and that is a good result. 

Hon RAY HALLIGAN:  If the expectation is flawed, so is the result. 

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  I think that question is rhetorical. 

Hon RAY HALLIGAN:  It is also factual.  The first dot point under major initiatives for 2004-05 on page 1088 
refers to the development of the co-located central business district courts project as a public-private partnership.  
What other PPPs are envisaged? 

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  In respect of the work of the Department of Housing and Works, none at this stage. 

Hon JON FORD:  The third paragraph on page 1096 refers to the capital works program for the State Housing 
Commission.  Many concerns are raised generally about the condition of public housing properties in regional 
areas of the State.  This particular paragraph refers to a funding initiative.  Can the minister provide some more 
detail about how that will be achieved and how low income earners in Western Australia will have access to 
quality affordable housing? 

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  I thank the member for the question.  Affordable housing options are very important, 
and a number exist.  I will just mention them briefly to the honourable member.  Families awaiting Homeswest 
accommodation have the capacity to access private rental accommodation, accommodation in the community 
housing sector and crisis or other short to medium- stay accommodation.  The committee would be aware of the 
state homelessness task force.  The Government has responded to the task force’s report with a $32 million 
commitment over four years.  I refer briefly to the task force report that acknowledged that the solutions to 
addressing homelessness were not limited to government-funded accommodation and that improved access to 
other housing, such as the private rental market, was an essential part of the solution.  To put that in context, 
public housing accounts for between five and six per cent of the total housing stock in the State, and the private 
rental market accounts for approximately 20 per cent.  Avenues of assistance provided by government to assist 
people to access private rental accommodation include the department’s bond assistance scheme, which provides 
an interest-free loan to help low-income families meet ongoing fees associated with private rental 
accommodation.  The bond loan covers a four-weeks rent component of the bond payment and, in certain 
circumstances, assistance can be provided to meet two weeks rent in advance and the letting fee.  During this 
current financial year it is estimated that about 14 000 bond loans will be provided at a cost of nearly $6 million.  
The homeless help line was established in May 2001 and has assisted a significant number of people to access 
overnight accommodation.  Recently, the department appointed Ruah Community Services to provide intensive 
support to clients assisted via the homeless help line.  That service will operate as part of the department’s 
supported housing assistance program, which will provide a case-management approach to assist clients to deal 
with the situations that made them homeless in the first place.   

Hon JON FORD:  The third paragraph of the capital works program on page 1096 refers to the regional upgrade 
strategy and states that 200 properties will undergo an improvement program.  Which regional areas does that 
cover?   

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  The member has referred to the regional upgrade strategy.  The regions that are 
covered are Albany, Bunbury, Northam, Kalgoorlie, Geraldton, Port Hedland and Broome.   

Hon JON FORD:  I refer to the first paragraph on the capital works program on page 1100 of the Budget 
Statements.  How has the Government Employees Housing Authority responded to the increase in the 
requirements of government agencies and their employees for better housing conditions in regional Western 
Australia?   

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  In the past five years the Government Employees Housing Authority has invested 
more than $56 million in regional Western Australia, and has constructed 356 units of accommodation in 
response to government agency demands.  In addition, the supply of government employees’ housing has been 
enhanced by the lease of a further 729 properties.  These initiatives represent just over 25 per cent of the 
approximately 4 100 properties that are currently rented to government employees.  In 2004-05 an additional 
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$7 million worth of housing construction will be undertaken in conjunction with an estimated addition of a 
further 70 leased properties. 

[4.30 pm] 

Hon GIZ WATSON:  I have a question about public housing.  I acknowledge the $11 million increase in public 
housing, which is welcome.  How many people are currently on the waiting list for public housing?  Is the figure 
expected to change over the next 12 months? 

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  It is approximately 13 000 at present.  However, I can be more specific.  I am advised 
that as of 30 April 2004, 12 926 people were on the waiting list.  I will put the figures in context.  As of 30 June 
2003, 12 981 were on the waiting list.  In 2002 it was 14 194, in 2001 it was 15 456, in 2000 it was 12 879, and 
in 1999 it was 14 326.  It is anticipated that the waiting list will be in the region of 13 000 people.  That is an 
overall improvement, given the size of the State and population growth. 

Hon GIZ WATSON:  Will that figure remain the same over the next 12 months? 

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  Yes. 

Hon GIZ WATSON:  I refer to the major achievements for 2003-04 at page 1106.  The second point states - 

A revised vehicle selection policy has been developed that takes account of environmental, operational 
and financial factors in the selection of operational vehicles. 

What environmental factors are to be taken into account? 

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  That relates to the State Supply Commission, which is not part of division 65. 

Hon KEN TRAVERS:  I would like to have known the answer to that question! 

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:  Order, members! 

Hon GIZ WATSON:  I refer to the Country Housing Authority listed at page 1099.  Does the Government intend 
to abolish the Country Housing Authority and to subsume its functions into the Department of Housing and 
Works?  If so, when will that occur?  How will the Department of Housing and Works be able to maintain the 
local knowledge and experience of the Country Housing Authority? 

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  Legislation is currently before the House that deals with this issue.  The functions of 
the Country Housing Authority will continue and it will continue to be resourced.  However, the Country 
Housing Authority as a separate entity will cease to exist.  The Country Housing Authority and other boards will 
collapse as envisaged in the legislation.  The department will provide the appropriate resources for the new body.  
Again, that is subject to the determination of Parliament.   

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  I refer to output 1 on page 1086 of the Budget Statements.  Why is there no reference 
to the $50 million sports centre that was announced by the Premier the other day?  Where will I find that 
$50 million if it is not in the current budget?  Will the minister indicate what process the Government proposes 
to use to build that facility?  Will it be similar to the process used to build the Perth Convention and Exhibition 
Centre?  Who will own the centre when it is completed?  When is work on the project expected to begin and be 
completed?   

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  I thank the Leader of the Opposition for his questions.  The decision to build a sports 
centre was made post budget; therefore, it is not referred to in the budget papers.  It is envisaged that a similar 
procedure will be used along the lines of the precedent set in building the Perth Convention and Exhibition 
Centre.  I anticipate that expressions of interest will be sought within the next few weeks, probably in July.  The 
end of the process remains to be determined.  

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  Including who will own it?  

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  It is envisaged that, at the end of the day, and along the same line as the Perth 
Convention and Exhibition Centre, proprietorship will be with the State.  It is a matter of waiting to see precisely 
what emerges from the process.   

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  Is the $50 million the net present value or some other value?   

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  I remember the controversy that arose when the honourable Leader of the Opposition 
first used the expression -  

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  I was not the first person to use the expression “net present value”.   
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Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  I remember when the Leader of the Opposition first used the expression “net present 
value” in a public way; therefore, I am not surprised he has asked the question.  The $50 million is as the 
honourable member describes it.   

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  As at when?   

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  As at the time a decision is made.   

Hon KEN TRAVERS:  There are a couple of references to the Fremantle Prison having achieved a record 
number of visitors.  Page 1089 of the Budget Statements refers to the commencement of the Fremantle Prison 
restoration program.  I also note that the extensive tunnel system will open as a tourism attraction.  Exactly what 
is involved in that and how will it secure the long-term future of the site?  How will the Government ensure that 
heritage values are conserved and protected?   

[4.40 pm] 

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  The member will be aware of the existence of the Fremantle Prison master plan.  
Cabinet endorsed the master plan on 25 May this year, subject to a modification relating to the barbed wire on 
certain parts of the walls.  I think the master plan originally outlined that some of this wire was to be removed.  
Cabinet decided that the master plan should be adopted and that the barbed wire should remain.  Although the 
wire was only recently put in place, it is part of the history and heritage of Fremantle Prison.   

Hon KEN TRAVERS:  Is that the razor wire or the barbed wire?   

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  Mr Johnston has advised that it is the razor wire.  It is wire.  The Government has 
committed more than $2.8 million over the next three years to fund an essential maintenance backlog and also to 
assist in leveraging opportunities identified in the plan.  The department has already initiated one of the key 
recommendations, which relates to the development of the extensive underground tunnel system for public 
access, which the honourable member referred to in his question.  This is a very important opportunity for the 
development of tourism in this State.  The fact that the prison will be used more extensively than has been the 
case in the past will enhance its heritage situation.  I point out in passing that these activities will result in a 
number of new jobs and will enhance what is considered to be a very significant tourist attraction.  Fremantle in 
itself is a significant tourist attraction.  This project should provide a substantial benefit to the Western 
Australian economy.   

Hon GEORGE CASH:  I refer to page 1096 and in particular to the entry on indigenous housing.  I am interested 
in the way in which the department properly analyses the pattern of access of Aboriginal persons to 
accommodation.  Does the department collect data relative to the advantage and disadvantage of its users and 
their access to and occupation of its premises?  What specific analytical studies has the department done to 
determine the particular needs of Aboriginal people?  Is it possible that due to a lack of adequate qualitative data, 
the department is indirectly discriminating against Aboriginal people?   

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  With respect to the last part of the question, I trust not.  I will take the first part of the 
question on notice.   

[Supplementary Information No 58.]   
Hon GEORGE CASH:  My next question relates to the actions of the department in evicting families with 
children.  Is that a breach of any international covenants or treaties relating to the rights of the child?  What 
studies has the department done on its policies, having regard to the international covenants and treaties relating 
to the rights of the child, and what conclusions did the department draw? 

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  The answer to the first part of the question is no.  However, I qualify that by saying 
that the department has not undertaken studies, as such.  Certainly, in light of the honourable member’s question, 
that matter will now be examined.   

Hon GIZ WATSON:  Why is the Country Housing Authority being subsumed, what policy objectives will this 
achieve and how many jobs will be lost in this process?  

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  The decision was made as part of the report of the Machinery of Government 
Taskforce, which was adopted by the Government some years ago.  The effect is to rationalise processes by 
getting rid of a number of boards.  There will be nil job losses, unless the member is talking about board 
members.   

Hon RAY HALLIGAN:  The word “sustainable” comes up quite frequently.  I note on page 1088 of the Budget 
Statements, under major achievements for 2003-04, there is mention of completion of a pilot sustainable primary 
school at South Atwell.  Can the minister tell me what a sustainable primary school might be?  
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Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  What makes this school sustainable is its design.  The school has been custom 
designed to meet the following objectives: to measurably improve the sustainability factor in school design and 
construction; to provide a healthy and productive learning and work place; to demonstrate to the broader 
community key elements of sustainable design; and, to enhance educational opportunities inherent in sustainable 
design and living.  I am advised that research was carried out to evaluate the possibilities for sustainable 
enhancements to normal school standards.  As a result, the school design addressed the following matters: 
minimising water use including reuse of grey water; water tanks; reducing ground water soakage; mulching and 
using native plants; low-energy consumption of building materials incorporated in the construction; minimising 
energy consumption during use through energy efficient lighting and lighting control systems; indoor air quality 
and thermal comfort of the occupants through the use of natural ventilation design of glazing systems; thermal 
storage walls; insulation and shading; design for construction efficiency; and, incorporation of construction 
waste minimisation measures. 

[4.50 pm] 

Hon RAY HALLIGAN:  That sounds absolutely marvellous.  It makes one wonder why it was only a pilot.  It is 
all the things I already knew.  

Hon LOUISE PRATT:  I refer to the dot point on page 1096 of the Budget Statements that refers to the Brownlie 
Towers revitalisation project.  It appears that the current expenditure to this point has been for planning for major 
work that will take place in the coming year.  What outcomes are expected from this program, including the 
social and community spin-offs in improvement of people’s quality of life?  

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  Brownlie Towers and its overall precinct are in the suburb of Bentley.  The 
revitalisation project will involve expenditure of a further $4.5 million in 2004-05.  It is a substantial investment 
that will lead to improved security and an improved community lifestyle for residents.  I had an opportunity to 
visit Brownlie Towers earlier this year, and I was able to inspect the very significant improvements to the quality 
of housing of long-standing residents, many of whom had lived in the complex since the 1960s.  There is a very 
good, close community, and the standard of housing is being improved.  The social amenity of the precinct will 
enhance the quality of the lives of the residents, which is a very worthwhile outcome.  

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  The last dot point on page 1088 refers to the erection of a statue in Fremantle 
commemorating the life of John Curtin.  Can the minister advise me of the cost of this, and the reasons the 
money is being spent?  

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  The Leader of the Opposition is referring to one of the major initiatives for 2004-05 - 
the erection of a statue in Fremantle commemorating the life of John Curtin.  Those are the words in the Budget 
Statements.  

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  That is the one, yes.  

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  I will place this in context.  The State has committed $445 000 to restore the State War 
Memorial, and the federal Government has agreed to match state funding.  The estimate for the work is 
$890 000, and the Department of Housing and Works, which is implementing the work, has appointed 
consultants to enable tenders to be called in September 2004, with anticipated commencement of work early in 
November, and completion before Anzac Day 2005.  The statue commemorating the life of John Curtin will be 
erected in front of the Fremantle Town Hall.  It is proposed that that will be a bronze life-size statue and will 
commemorate the life of the wartime Prime Minister, the late John Curtin, who was, the Leader of the 
Opposition will recall, a member of the House of Representatives for two periods.  An amount of $200 000 has 
been allocated to the department in 2004-05 to undertake the implementation of that project.   

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  Is the $200 000 the cost of building the statue or the cost of doing the preliminary 
work?   

Hon NICK GRIFFITHS:  That is the all-up cost.   

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN:  I thank the minister and the officers of the department for their attendance.  It is 
much appreciated.   
 


